
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH650 February 26, 1997
And they say, yes, we realize that

this trade continues to maintain Fidel
Castro in power, and he will continue
to degrade the Cuban people, and he
has no free election, but if we can
make a cheap dollar, then we are will-
ing to do it.

And to see these country leaders,
knowing the rich history of the terrible
situation for centuries they have en-
dured, and have them not stand in soli-
darity with us in our struggle to help
the Cuban people, that was a real trag-
edy. And if there was any sad moment,
it was hearing those leaders time and
time again try to excuse their immoral
behavior by using this trade organiza-
tion as a tool to wash their hands of
blood that cannot be washed away.

So I thank the gentleman for his
time and his leadership on this issue,
and our fight has just begun.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. As the gentle-
woman has stated numerous times,
this is a campaign, Mr. Speaker, that
just begins today to inform the Amer-
ican people and to reiterate what the
Europeans really are out to do, and
that is to change U.S. immigration law
in a world trade forum, totally inap-
propriately, totally recklessly, and to-
tally unjustifiably, but, nevertheless,
they are trying to do it.

I do not know if they think they can
get away with it, but the bottom line
is, I know the American people, and
the American people will not let them-
selves be blackmailed. And the Amer-
ican people will tell their Members of
Congress and tell the Europeans that if
they think they can use the World
Trade Organization, this supernational
World Trade Organization, to influence
the policy decisions of the American
people with regard to immigration law
or national security matters, they do
not know the American people, Mr.
Speaker, but we do.

So I think the Europeans have made
a dreadful mistake. They have this
trade commissioner, whose name is Sir
Leon Britten. He is acting like a zealot
on this issue. I do not know why. I will
not speculate why he is acting like a
zealot on this issue.

But despite the fact that it has been
explained to him that under our immi-
gration law the only foreigners who are
excluded under that chapter are those
who knowingly deal in stolen property
from American citizens and have been
given the right to divest of their stolen
property and refuse to do so, this Sir
Leon Britten, trade commissioner for
Europe, continues to act irresponsibly
on this subject.

I think it is time for the American
people to start having their voices
heard and they let their Members of
Congress know it is time to let the Eu-
ropeans know the character of the
American people once again.

This Nation saved the Europeans
twice in this century alone. And when
we go to Europe, we see the thousands
of graves, the thousands of markers of
brave soldiers who gave their lives to
save the European continent, and we
are so proud of those soldiers.

And for the Europeans to be saying
now that they can take this new orga-
nization, the World Trade Organiza-
tion, which is supposed to deal and is
explicitly limited to trade issues—for
example, if a country unfairly puts tar-
iffs on another country or excludes
products of that country from another
country, hurting the business of that
other country, then that other country
that is hurt is supposed to file a com-
plaint and is justified in filing a com-
plaint before the World Trade Organi-
zation.
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Whose businessmen according to our
law are prohibited from making money
from Castro’s slave economy? The Eu-
ropeans? No, the Americans. We are
the ones telling our own business peo-
ple, and we have made that bipartisan
decision, but we do not want to make
money, we do not want blood money
from the Castro tyranny and the Cas-
tro slave economy. We do not want
blood money from the Iranian terrorist
state with all the oil in the world they
can have. We do not want that blood
money.

So if there is anybody who should be
concerned about business being lost, it
is Americans. And yet we because of
ethics are saying we do not want that
blood money, and yet if there has ever
been proof that what the Europeans are
doing is fully based on politics, irre-
sponsible politicalization of the world
trade body, they who are going in and
making blood money, not only in Iran
but in Castro’s Cuba, they are the ones
bringing this political complaint in
front of the World Trade Organization.

This is outrageous as well as extraor-
dinarily irresponsible, extraordinarily
irresponsible on the part of the Euro-
peans. We inform them and I am sure
the American people will let their
Members of Congress know that all of
us should be telling the Europeans in
the weeks and months ahead that this
irresponsible action on their part is not
going to succeed. It is going to rein-
force the will and it is going to rein-
force the commitment of the United
States and the representatives of the
United States to be able to control our
sovereign policies with regard to na-
tional security and immigration. The
Europeans will not dictate national se-
curity and immigration policy for our
Congress, Mr. Speaker.
f

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.
f

NEW TELEVISION PROGRAM RAT-
ING SYSTEM NOT PROVIDING
ENOUGH INFORMATION FOR PAR-
ENTS TO MAKE CHOICES FOR
THEIR CHILDREN’S TV VIEWING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Oklahoma [Mr. COBURN] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. COBURN. Mr. Speaker, permit
me to take a moment to clarify a
statement that I issued yesterday criti-
cizing NBC’s broadcast of ‘‘Schindler’s
List’’ last Sunday evening which was
broadcast during prime time viewing
hours. I would want my colleagues of
this body as well as this country to not
have any mistake that I believe that
this movie is a landmark movie, a re-
markable movie that profoundly af-
fected me as well as my wife and our
family as we watched it. Indeed I in-
structed my daughters to view this
movie and I have had many discussions
with friends and neighbors alike about
the atrocities of the Holocaust that
were made aware to us and made ap-
parent to us through this movie. I feel
terrible that my criticism of NBC for
airing this movie has been misinter-
preted as a criticism of ‘‘Schindler’s
List’’ or the millions of Jewish people
who died senselessly during the Holo-
caust. To all those that I have offended
I offer an apology, and I personally
apologize for appearing insensitive to
the worst atrocities known to human
kind.

As many of you know I am a practic-
ing physician dealing with life and
death issues almost every day. I have
devoted most of my adult life to work-
ing with religious groups across the
spectrum. Religious tolerance is the
hallmark of my professional and per-
sonal life. However I continue to be dis-
turbed by the new television program
rating system recently implemented by
the broadcast and cable television net-
work.

Mr. Speaker, I have been the leader
on this issue since I arrived in Con-
gress. As many of you will recall I of-
fered an amendment on the floor of
this House to the Telecommunication
Reform Act of 1996, an amendment that
would encourage parental responsibil-
ity for what their children watch on
television. My amendment which
passed the House would have acceler-
ated new TV program blocking tech-
nologies that were coming to the mar-
ketplace. I did not support the V chip
technologies because it was an abdica-
tion for parents responsibility for what
their parents watch.

The bottom line is that parents need
enough information to make good deci-
sions for their children. Our children in
our country are in trouble, and part of
it is because of parental failure. We
must have parental guidance, but we
also must protect those children who
have no parental guidance.

f

TRIBUTE TO TIM DUNCAN OF THE
VIRGIN ISLANDS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands [Ms.
CHRISTIAN-GREEN] is recognized for 5
minutes.
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